CANYON COUNTRY COMMUNITY LECTURE SERIES

Flagstaff: An Early History
Presented by James Babbitt

FLAGSTAFF, AZ — On July 4, 1876, immigrants from Boston traveling to California were camped
at Antelope Spring in a valley just south of the San Francisco Peaks. To celebrate the nation's
centennial, the pioneers stripped the branches off a tall pine tree and ran up Old Glory. This
event gave Flagstaff its name. Six years later, in 1882, the Atlantic and Pacific Railway reached
Flagstaff, and a small settlement was born. Railroad construction crews used local ponderosa
pine trees for rail ties, beginning a timber industry that thrived in the region for the next
century. Flagstaff also became a center of tourism as visitors came to see spectacular natural
sights in the surrounding territory, including the Grand Canyon, Oak Creek Canyon, and Sunset
Crater, and to experience the Native American cultures of the American Southwest. This
presentation traces the establishment and early development of Flagstaff and depicts many

facets of life in Arizona's "Mountain Town."

Join author and Flagstaff family pioneer descendant James Babbitt for a trip back to Flagstaff’s
early years with a fun, visual presentation.

Wednesday, January 20, 2010
Cline Library, NAU

Flagstaff, Ariz.

7:00 p.m.

Canyon Country Community Lectures are sponsored by Grand Canyon Association, NAU Cline
Library, Prescott Public Library and KNAU Arizona Public Radio.

For more information on this lecture and the Grand Canyon Association and its programs, please visit our
website www.grandcanyon.org or contact Helen Ranney - see below for contact information.

Grand CanyonAssociation - P.O. Box 399 - Grand Canyon, AZ - 86023
www.grandcanyon.org

Grand Canyon Association = P.O. Box 399 = Grand Canyon, AZ = 86023
www.grandcanyon.org

Helen Ranney
Public Relations
Grand Canyon Association
928.863.3877 Flagstaff

i hranney@grandcanyon.org
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Please note my new Flagstaff phone number.
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